
MARCH UPDATE
Celebrating Women and

Gender Equality

Women's rights and gender equality are vital to poverty eradication and inclusive economic
growth. Amigos is proud to celebrate each March with women all over the world in
commemoration of International Women's Day, and to fight for women's rights in all that we
do, every day!

Celebrations on International Women's Day

http://www.amigosdesantacruz.org/donate.html
http://amigosdesantacruz.org


On March 8th, women in Santa Cruz and neighboring villages came together to
commemorate International Women's Day. It was a day of celebration for women of all ages,
women who are participating in a real change in their communities. And it is a change that,
because of them, includes women's voices front and center. Women in Santa Cruz are now
learning new technical skills, earning a steady income, continuing on to higher education,
and deciding for themselves when to start a family. They are raising healthier families and
participating in decisions that affect their community.

Supporting Women's Economic Empowerment
Women's expanded access to the
economy results in greater equality in the
home and in the community, a stronger
voice in society, and investment in
healthier and more educated families. That
is why Amigos focuses on women's
economic empowerment through support
for women-owned small businesses.
This approach grows the local economy
while increasing women's equal
participation in decisions that affect their
lives and their families.

Our programs are currently supporting new business in mushroom cultivation, small
restaurants, and artisan production. Stay tuned for even more new business initiatives to
come!

Promoting Equal Access to Education
Traditionally in Santa Cruz, a woman's
place was in the home. When a family did
have the opportunity to send a child to
school, it was the boys who could study.
Many girls have even been required to pay
their parents back for their schooling, a
requirement not placed on their brothers.
These obstacles led many girls to chose
early marriage over pursuing an education.

But today, we are proud to see this tide truly
starting to shift! This year, girls make up

over half of Amigos scholarship students, and are the most dynamic participants in our
youth leadership programs.

Girls' access to education is key to expanding women's rights and building a more equal
society. From quality early learning to higher education opportunities, Amigos continues to
support girls' active participation every step of the way.



AMIGOS' 20th ANNIVERSARY
Each month we are sharing the stories and photos of just how much has

changed in Santa Cruz over these 20 years, in the community and among the
individuals with whom we work.

Back in 1998, Martina Tepaz Canel had only finished the 1st grade and opportunities for
her to provide for her new family were limited. Today, her son Gonzalo Elías is all grown
up. Thanks to Amigos' programs, he now has access to opportunities his mother never
knew. Gonzalo completed the 9th grade and is now studying in the CECAP culinary
program, receiving technical training to help him find good skilled employment. Twenty years
later, Martina can be proud that the future is much brighter for Gonzalo and other youth like
him in Santa Cruz.
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